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Friday 25th March 2022 

Head of School 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Everyone in school has really benefitted from the beautiful weather this 
week – the warm, sunny days have meant the children have been able 
to enjoy the field at playtimes and lunchtimes! On Tuesday, the School 
and Eco Councils visited All Saints Church. We are working alongside Karen Knight and Nicky Rowbottom 
on a community project to develop a range of learning opportunities using the Church building. The 
children had some wonderful ideas and also thought carefully about the building itself, the people that 
have used it, the village around it as well as the skills and materials that were used to build it. 

Both Karen and Nicky have spent a great deal of time putting the outline of the this together and we are 
delighted to be involved in this exciting community project. Karen sent an email of thanks following the 
visit, commenting on “the enthusiasm and interest of the pupils. What a lovely and lively bunch!” We are 
looking forward to the next phase of the project whereby the learning opportunities will be mapped out, 
carefully aligned to our curriculum and shared with school staff during the Summer Term. A huge ‘well 
done’ to the School and Eco Council – you were indeed amazing and a credit to Hartest CE Primary School. 

On Wednesday we marked the National Day of Reflection which was first 
celebrated last year to mark the first anniversary of the first lockdown during 
the pandemic. A quiet time was held in each class and the staff and pupils 
held a moment of reflection. 

Our Easter Service on Friday 8th April will be Rev Prigg’s last event with Hartest PS.  We a planning to buy 
him a special thank you present for his garden, and are welcoming contributions from families also.  If you 
would like to give a small amount towards the gift, please put it in a sealed envelope with your name, 
marked for the School Governors and hand to the office.  

The SKEKO Council Bag 2 School collection is next week. Please bring your donations in a plastic bag from 
Monday to Thursday.  They will be collected at 8am on Friday. A list of items they do and do not want is 
attached. 

Next week we will be holding our termly ‘surprise’ fire evacuation drill.  Please have a talk to your children 
about this if you think they would benefit from being pre-warned. 



Some of the younger children in school wrote a short message for their mum for Mothers’ Day, which is to 
be published in tomorrow’s East Anglian Daily Times.  Have a look for a copy of the paper when you are out 
and about tomorrow in town! 

With the warm spring weather, children are removing their jumpers at play time.  Without a name on 
them, it is very hard to make sure they are putting their own jumper back on.  Please can you add a name 
or initials to items of clothing that get taken off during the day! 

Next Tuesday 29th March and Thursday 31st March the school field will be unavailable for children to play 
on and we ask parents to be careful about where they stand at pick up time.  We are having maintenance 
works done on the play equipment, and are having the pond area renovated into a sensory garden by 
Ezra’s dad Justin Ball (thanks Justin!), and these involve dangerous tools and machinery. 

Our locked pedestrian gate is there to keep the children safe and stop them from leaving the school 
grounds without permission or supervision.  Please do not let, enable, or encourage children to press the 
green Exit button.  If children think they are allowed to press it and open the gate themselves it makes 
keeping them safe and in the school grounds very difficult.  We have a rule during the school day that 
children are not to touch it and we want it reinforced by families also. Thank you. 

Please note our last day of Spring Term is Friday 8th April, and we return to school on Monday 25th April. 

Have a great weekend.  

Mrs Gentry 

Head of School  

 
Diary Dates 

Monday 28th March- Thursday 31st March Bag2School Clothes Collection @ school 

Monday 28th March- Year 6 SATs Club 3-4pm 

Friday 1st April- Break the Rules Day- dress-up day in return for a donation to the Easter Fete Tombola 

Friday 1st April- FOHS Easter Bonnet Competition 

Friday 1st April- Kestrel Class Learning Conferences. Call the office if you are unable to book online. 

Friday 1st April- FOHS Disco at the Hartest Institute 

Monday 4th April- Year 6 SATs Club 3-4pm 

Friday 8th April- Whole School Easter Service @ 10am in All Saints Hartest Church 

Friday 8th April- Last day of Term 

Saturday 9th April- FOHS Easter Fair @ school 

Monday 25th April- Summer Term Starts 

Monday 2nd May- May Day Bank Holiday- school closed 

Saturday 7th May- FOHS Music Quiz Night 

 

 



Hedgehogs 

The children had a lovely visit to the mobile library van last 
Friday. Jemima, Ezra, Isla and James G. did an excellent job of 
choosing a selection of books for Hedgehog Class to share. 

This week saw the return of 
our Mystery Reader sessions 
and the children were 
delighted to see Mrs Miller 
arrive in class to share a story 
with us. If you would like to 
book a slot as our Mystery Reader please speak to or email the 
Hedgehog Team. Mummies, Daddies, Grandparents, Aunties and Uncles 
are all welcome to come and join us! 

In science we have been investigating plant roots. This involved digging 
some plants up and looking carefully at their structure. We discovered 
some plants have tap roots and other plants have fibrous roots. We learnt 
about the function of the root in helping to provide water, nutrients and 
stability to the plant. 

Reception children have had a busy week learning about 3D shapes and 
patterns in their maths lessons while Year 1 children have been looking at 
length and height. 

All the children have been using clay to create a gift for a very important person this Sunday! 

Heidi (21 days), Obi (84 days) and Ezra (112 days) were all awarded Reading Challenge Certificates. 

Noah and Amelia earnt Blue Achievement Certificates, Noah for his perseverance when exploring pattern 
and Amelia for her excellent participation in science. 

Amelia was also our Pupil of the Week for showing empathy to others. Well done Hedgehogs. 

 

Squirrels 

English:  this week in Squirrel class we have been continuing with our unit on instructions.  The children 
have written instructions for how to brush their teeth and a set of their own instructions.  The children 
have grasped instructions very well so maybe at home they could write their own set of instructions for 
something they know how to do very well?   
 
Maths:  In Maths this week, the children have been focussing on fractions of amounts; finding 1/2, 1/4 and 
3/4 of a set of objects as well as the Year 3s looking at tenths and non-unit 
fractions.  Work on mastering number has continued and they have been doing lots of 
practicals working with manipulatives such as multilink, counters and place value 
counters.   
 
Science:   In science, the children have been growing spring onions from a cut spring 
onion which is then placed in water and measured every couple of days.  The growth 
has been astonishing!  Maybe you could try your own at home?   



 
Geography:  This week the children have been comparing their own day to a day in the life of a child in the 
rainforest.  Some very interesting comparisons were made and this will continue into next week.  Over the 
next couple of weeks, we will be looking at rainforest music.  If anyone has a tube from a 'Pringles' packet 
or the inner tube of a wrapping paper roll, etc please could they send it in as we will be making rain 
sticks!  Many thanks in advance. 

 
Art and DT:  We had a very successful DT day last week, tasting, 
designing and making healthy sandwiches.  On April 6th, we will be 
having our Art day for the half term so watch this space!   
 
Forest 
School:  Squirrel Class 
had a great time 
carrying out a 'worm 

experiment' at Forest School as part of science week last 
week.  They looked in different places for worms, 
identified them, measured them and observed them and 
then put them back where they found them.  This week it 
will be Hedgehogs turn at Forest School and we will be 
making an Easter Garden among other things.  
 
Certificates for the week go to:   
Pupil of the week:  Darcey Sanders, Achievement certificates go to: Albie Barwick, Charlie Leney and Evie 
Wingfield.  21 day reading certificate goes to Phoebe Conn, 63 days reading certificate goes to Lucas 
Springall, 84 day reading certificate goes to Blayne Harrington, 196 day reading certificate goes to Merida 
Mackenzie-Hill.  Congratulations to you all, very well done!! 
 
Skeko Council:  Many apologies for the cancelling of the Skeko council meeting but it will now go ahead on 
Tuesday April 5th at 12:30 
 

Kestrels 

This week Kestrels have been busy learning about discussion writing in English. We have focused on The 
Arrival by Shaun Tan as well as a story called Changes. Both stories are about people moving for various 
reasons. We have had some good discussions and considered a variety of perspectives.  

For Maths, Year 4 have been comparing and ordering decimals. Year 5 and 6 have been working hard on 
their arithmetic. They have also continued to learn about metric conversions (g to kg, kg to g, km to m, m 
to km, m to cm and cm to m etc). 

In Science, the children investigated materials and thought about the best materials to make shopping bag 
handles. They had to think about strength as well as comfort. I gave them a variety of shopping bags with 
handles taken off and they had to make their own handles. They filled the bags up and they then tested 
them out with a trip around the playground. 

In Geography, we used Map reading skills to identify and find the top 10 highest mountains in the world. 

 


