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Friday 18th March 2022 

 
Head of School 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
On Tuesday we welcomed Gerald Watts, author of Marvin the Mole. Gerald 
talked to the children about their favourite books and authors, the writing 
process and how he came up with the idea of Marvin. He also explained his 
decisions over the front and back cover, and how he rejected the first 
illustrations of Marvin because they were too scary! Gerald read the story to the 
children and then had a Q&A session afterwards. We really enjoyed Gerald’s 
visit. 

There were lots of smiling faces for the class photos this week.  😊 We look 

forward to seeing the finished result!  An email with links to the online ordering page was sent out today on 

Parentmail.  Let us know if you have difficulty accessing this. 

It has also been lovely to see the sunshine this week, perfectly timed for the Hedgehog Class trip to Longs Farm.  

We celebrated Red Nose Day in ‘crazy hair’ style today – and raised a total of £93.44 for the charity. Thank you all for 

your support and thank you to Summer and Ralph for collecting and counting the donations.  

Have a great weekend.  

Mrs Gentry 

Head of School  

 

 
 
 
World Book Day Book Tournament and Sponsored Read 
 
Drum-roll please……. and the winner of the World Book Day Book Tournament is The Wall in the Middle of 
the Book by Jon Agee.  We had great fun reading and voting over the weeks, and were so excited to see the 
authors of our competition books engaging with our event through social media.   
 

 

 

 

George (11years) 



We also congratulate the following children for their brilliant efforts in the Sponsored Read, who together 
read so many books in one week that they raised an enormous £762, £600 of which will be for new books 
for our school library!!  We hope you enjoy your thank you prize from the Friends of Hartest School. 
 

Hedgehogs: Ezra, James G, Joel, Heidi, Lily, Jemima and Isla 
Squirrels: Merida, Evie, Tenyson, Alice G, Phoebe, Straus, Tabi, and Hattie 

Kestrels: Harry M, Corey, Bea, Denholm, and Freddy W. 
 
Diary Dates 

Monday 21st March- Year 6 SATs club begins.  Weekly revision session, from 3-4pm.  

Wednesday 30th March- Friday 1st April- Bag2School Clothes Collection @ school 

Friday 1st April- Break the Rules Day- dress-up day in return for a donation to the Easter Fete Tombola 

Friday 1st April- FOHS Easter Bonnet Competition 

Friday 1st April- FOHS Disco at the Hartest Institute 

Friday 8th April- Whole School Easter Service @ 10am in All 

Saints Hartest Church 

Friday 8th April- Last day of Term 

Saturday 9th April- FOHS Easter Fair @ school 

Monday 25th April- Summer Term Starts 

Monday 2nd May- May Day Bank Holiday- school closed 

Saturday 7th May- FOHS Music Quiz Night 

 

Hedgehogs 

We were blessed with a beautiful sunny spring day for our trip to Longs Farm. 
Rodger Bird and Sarah Smith had worked tremendously hard to provide the children 
with an interesting and informative morning. A big thank you to them both. The 
children worked in groups with each group investigating a particular tree. There 
were examples of the trees as saplings, at three years old and as a mature tree (all 
of these examples were within the farm). We sang a song of thanks for the gift of 
the trees as we weaved our way through Jane’s Wood and later, we had the 
opportunity to think about the inhabitants of the trees by 
the evidence presented including a squirrel drey and a 
pigeon nest.  Thank you, Mrs Cawston, Mrs Coe and Miss 

Quaife, for coming along to help us on our walk! 

Reception children have been sharing the story of The Three Little Pigs this week. 
The children were keen to use our junk modelling to make houses for the pigs 
and use the face masks to act out the story. Year 1 children have also been 
looking at traditional tales in their English lesson, focusing on the features of 
stories. 

In maths Reception children have been comparing quantities and numbers and Year1 have just finished 
their unit on Place Value to 50 and will be starting 3D shapes next week. 



Reading Certificates were awarded to 3 children, Joel (112 days), Daisy (112 days) and Louie (168 days). 

Joel also received a Blue Achievement Certificate for super participation in phonic lessons and Lily earnt 
her certificate for enthusiastically creating 3 Little Pigs and then making a house for them. Our Pupil of the 
Week was Ruby for her positive attitude to her learning. 

Well done Hedgehogs for another excellent week. 

Squirrels 

In English this week we have completed our unit of learning on recounts and the children wrote some excellent diary 

entries. We have now moved onto to instructional writing and yesterday began looking at examples of instructions. 

We looked carefully and noticed that instructions have many features 

such as titles, numbered steps, imperative (bossy) verbs and 

opening/closing statements. We also finished our class book ‘The Rhythm 

of the Rain’ by writing a book banner about it. Some of our comments 

included …’A journey home,’ ‘This book is so fascinating because it is 

about where the water goes,’ and ‘A blue water world!’   

In Maths we have continued our learning on fractions. We have been 

finding fractions of amounts and know that fractions have to be equal 

parts of the whole. Yesterday we practiced the skill of repeatedly halving 

an amount to find ½, ¼ and 1/8. The children are becoming very adept at 

answering questions in full sentences and explaining their reasons and 

logic carefully. 

In Science, we have been learning about habitats and identifying things that are living, never been alive and lived. 

We have also been looking closely at habitats during our Forest School session 

today to see where worms would live. We found a variety of worms and were 

able to identify them on the identification sheet.  

Lastly, here we are listening to Gerald. These are some of our comments about 

his visit….. 

‘I liked the author, he was fantastic and I liked Marvin the Mole!’ (Harry C.) 

‘He was a very nice man and I liked his story’ (Darcey) 

‘The author told us about Marvin his Mole’ (Charlie L) 

‘He wrote his book in rhyming words’ (Hattie) 

Well done to Harry C.  who is our Pupil of the Week for much improved 

independent learning … and a fantastic diary entry too! A blue achievement 

certificate goes to Alice G. for writing a very clear set of instructions about how to make a sandwich! 

Alice G and Evie earned their Diamond Reading Certificate for 168 days of reading and Hattie has earned her Silver 

Reading Certificate for 112 days of reading! Lastly, Brei, Darcey, Charlie J and Strauss have all earned their 60/90/120 

HP certificates respectively. Well done everyone! 😊  

Kestrels 

This week Year 5 and 6 are learning about converting units of measure and Year 4 are continuing with their 
learning about Decimals.   
 
In English, we have started our discussion unit.  We are using 'The Arrival' by Shaun Tan as a context for our 
writing.  We have also been revising grammar, punctuation and spelling this week with a focus on sentence 
structure and associated punctuation.   



 
In Science, we are learning about materials used in everyday life, their properties and what they are best 
used for.  We looked at a variety of materials and we investigated their properties and produced a table of 
results.   
 
In Geography, we continued our learning about volcanoes and we looked at how they are formed.   Also, 
we learned about what happens when a volcano erupts.   We looked in particular at Mount Vesuvius and 
Pompeii.   
 

Forest School 

Please can you bring in to school any caps/lids that you have at home, that are in our house colours- blue, 

red and green.  These can be from milk bottles, squeezie bottles, washing up liquid bottles: anything that 

can have a hole put in it (or already has a hole) as we are making wind chimes.  Thanks, from Mrs Moore. 


