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Friday 1st April 2022 

 
Head of School 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Our Break the Rules day (on April Fools Day no less!) has been lots of 
fun.  Non-uniform, crazy hair and even pyjamas were seen.  On arrival today, we had a lovely snowy scene, 
followed by sun, wind, rain and more snow- quite extraordinary! 
 

Congratulations to all the children who took the time to make an Easter Bonnet for 
today’s competition.  Our guest judge Mrs Clapham Snr found her task almost 
impossible, with all the bonnets having something unique and special to recommend 
them, but in the end, she asked us to award the following children: 
Hedgehogs:  1st- James G, 2nd- Lilia, 3rd – Ezra 
Squirrels: 1st- Evie, 2nd – Harry C, 3rd – Alice G 
Kestresl: 1st- Phoebe, 2nd – Ronnii, 3rd – Christian 

 

As you may be aware the government released more information this week about the plans for living with 
covid and the DfE contacted schools to clarify the guidance that affects us. 

The 'Living with Covid' plan stated that: 

‘From 1 April, the Government will no longer provide free universal symptomatic and asymptomatic testing 
for the general public in England.’   From 1st April: 

•            adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature or feel 
unwell, should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel well enough to resume 
normal activities and they no longer have a high temperature 

•            children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and 
avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a 
high temperature, and they are well enough to attend 



•            adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other 
people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young people aged 18 and under, 
the advice will be 3 days 

At Hartest we have also removed our requirement for adults to wear a face mask while visiting the school.  This is a 
personal choice now, we are leaving it up to you to decide if you would prefer to wear one.    

There will be a new school dinner menu after the holiday break.  Mrs Miller will be sending it out next 
week for your information. 
 
On Friday next week we will be walking as a school down to the church in Hartest village for our 10am 
Easter Service.  We’re so excited to be out and about again, with parents and grandparents joining in at 
last, and look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Have a great weekend.  

Mrs Gentry 

Head of School  

 

 
 
 
 
Diary Dates 

Friday 8th April- Whole School Easter Service @ 10am in All Saints Hartest Church 

Friday 8th April- Last day of Term 

Saturday 9th April- FOHS Easter Fair @ school 

Monday 25th April- Summer Term Starts 

Monday 2nd May- May Day Bank Holiday- school closed 

Friday 6th May- Wear Purple for Cancer Research day 

Saturday 7th May- FOHS Music Quiz Night 

Monday 9th- Thursday 12th May- Year 6 SATs 

Wednesday 18th May- Year 6 Crucial Crew, Sudbury 

Wednesday 25th May- Year 5/6 Bikeablility Program 

Friday 27th May- PD Day, no school 

Monday 30th May- Friday 3rd June- Half Term Holiday 

Monday 6th June- Jubilee Bank Holiday for Hartest 

 

Hedgehogs 

We have had another busy week in Hedgehog Class. 

 

 

 

Bea (9 years), Alice G (8 years), Jemima (5 years) 

 



In maths both Reception and Year 1 have been looking at measurement. Reception children shared the 
story of Jasper’s Beanstalk to explore the concept of time focusing specifically on the days of the week. 
Year one children have been using rulers to measure specific items. They confidently identified the 
shortest and longest item but were then set a further challenge of finding out the difference between two 
lengths! 

In English the Reception children have been 
reading Goldilocks and the Three Bears and 
have had a wonderful time learning about 
capacity when mixing and serving real 
porridge (sorry parents for all the porridge 
splattered uniforms!). 

In science we have been identifying and comparing the trees growing in our school grounds. We measured 
the circumference of the trees and did bark rubbings. Our results showed that the tallest trees had the 
widest trunks! 

On Thursday Louie’s Mummy came into school to be our Mystery Reader. The children 
all enjoyed the story (The Dog Detective by Julia Donaldson) and are excited to have 
visitors back in class. Thank you to all parents who have signed up for a Mystery Reader 
session. 

Thank you too to Lily’s grandad for carrying out some emergency repairs on Prickles the 
hedgehog during his stay at their house last weekend. Prickles now has his nose firmly 
attached just in time for his big Easter adventure to Australia! 

Three children were awarded blue achievement certificates, Ezra and Isla for excellent 
work on doubling numbers and Heidi for super phonic work. Joel was our Pupil of the Week for 
demonstrating good learning behaviour.  Our Reading Achievement certificates go to: Isla and Jemima (168 
days), Lily and Amelia (196 days). 

Squirrels 

English:  In English this week, Squirrel Class have finished their unit on instructions by writing their own 
set.  We have now moved onto Spring Poetry and we have been looking at different spring poems before 
having a go at their own.  I would say that spring is in the air, but looking outside it is now snowing - so 
maybe snow poetry? 
 
Maths:  In maths the children have completed their unit on fractions and are now starting a unit on length 
and height.  Maybe at home the children could do some measuring and comparing over the Easter 
holidays?  Measuring is always fun especially if it is outside on a sunny day! 
 
Science:  In science the children have continued to look at different habitats and food chains.   
 

Geography:  As we approach the end of our unit on rainforests, the 
children have been acting out a day in the life of a rainforest child and 
compared it to a day in their own life.  Much fun was had, guessing what 
activity the children were acting out!  They then made up songs about the 
rainforest in pairs or groups.  For our last week we are making 'rain sticks' 
out of tubes of cardboard so if you have anything like a pringles tube that 
would be great. 
 



Art:  Next Wednesday 6th April we are having our half termly Art Day where the children will be designing 
and making their own printing square.  If you have any spare cardboard for this it would be a great help - 
only a small rectangle per child is required.  Many thanks! 

 
Certificates:  
This week, the Pupil of the Week goes to Tyler for always being ready to learn 
- congratulations!  Achievement certificates go to Harry Lee and Tabi Wadsworth 
and the following reading certificates:  Brei for 42 days; Harry C and Harrison for 
84 days; Tabi for 168 days and Alice C-J for 196 days reading - House point 
certificates go to:  Harry L and Charlie L for 60 housepoints; Tabi and Alice G for 
90 housepoints and to Charlie J for 120 Housepoints - Wow!  Well done to all of 
you. 
 

Quotes from the children: 
"I liked doing the ring dance.  It was very fun and funny because people kept going the wrong 
way."  Merida 
"I've enjoyed playing basketball with my friends.  I also liked the circling in country dancing."  Blayne 
 

Kestrels 

This week in maths, Year 4 have continued their learning about decimal numbers.  They have been working 
on their reasoning skills and in particular, learning how to add and subtract money.  Year 5 and 6 have 
been finding the area of rectangles and rectilinear shapes.  They also have learned how to find the area of 
a triangle.   
For English, we looked at the features of a discussion and compared a variety of discussion texts.  We 
looked at how discussions should be balanced and shared different perspectives on a variety of 
themes.  We are using a story called 'Changes' as the context for our discussion text.   
 
For geography, we looked at the features of mountains and in science, we continued our learning about 
materials in everyday life.  We had a variety of mixtures and the children had to work out how to separate 
them using a variety of tools.   
 

Forest School 

The transformation of the old pond into a new sensory garden area has begun and we’re very grateful for 

the time and effort that Justin Ball is putting in to the manual labour, for Sarah Wilson’s considered design 

and planning, and for the Leney family who are establishing the garden in memory of Charlie and James’ 

dad.  More information about the grand opening will be coming soon. 

While digging out the pond, a colony of newts was discovered and we are happy 

to say that new homes have been found for them 

all!  Oscar has shared 

some photos of the ones 

who have come to 

live in his beautiful 

pond- we’re sure they 

will be very happy 

there! 


