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Friday 28th January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

School Governors 
 
My name is Emma Long and I am a new Parent Governor, as of September 2021. I 
have two children currently at the school, one in Hedgehogs and one in Squirrels. 
I work in a secondary school dealing with attendance and pastoral issues.  
 
My Governor roles include monitoring the curriculum for Squirrels class, 
safeguarding, and attendance in line with the school development plan. The 
Designated Safeguarding Lead at school is Mrs Gentry and my role is to work with 
her and other staff members to monitor the processes we in place in school.   
Mrs Long 

Head of School 
 
Dear Families,  

On Sunday 23rd January it was National Handwriting Day. This week the children took part in a handwriting 

competition. I have the delightful, if tricky, task of judging the entries over the weekend and will be 

announcing the winners next Friday during our Celebration Assembly! Good luck everyone! 

There are times throughout the school year when we have to say ‘hello’ or ‘goodbye.’ At the start of this 

term, we welcomed Miss Jo Koppert to our staff team. Miss Koppert holds an ELSA qualification (Emotional 

Literacy Support Assistant) and has joined us to provide support with a variety of needs such as social skills, 

self-esteem, emotional support and anxieties.  

Today we are saying ‘goodbye’ to four of our pupils. George H, Stanley, Harvey and Jacob are leaving us to 

move to another school. We will miss you all and we have happy memories of your time here with us at 

Hartest. Good luck to you all at your new school! 😊    

With kind regards, 

Vicky Gentry 

Head of School 

  



Hedgehogs 
 

It’s been another busy week in Hedgehog Class. 

In our science lesson this week we have been identifying the main 
features of birds. We set up a bird hide and spent time looking to 
see which birds were visiting Hedgehog Garden. Year 1 children also 
looked at different types of feathers and their function. They 
noticed a stark contrast in flight and down feathers. We all had the 

opportunity to make a bird 
feeder, 

In English Year 1 children have been investigating the difference 
between fiction and non-fiction books and learning how to write an 
information text. 

Reception children have been exploring die patterns and investigating 
number tracks in maths. 

We are only one week away from our Bedtime Story session. A poster is attached giving you details of the 
evening.  In addition please note our COVID Guidelines require adults who are attending to wear a mask 
the whole time, and to have a negative LFD test that day. 

Thank you for cooperation with these measures. 

Lily is our Pupil of the Week for making connections in her learning. Daisy and 
Ezra have been awarded Blue Achievement certificates, both for excellent work 
in their math’s lessons. Finally, three children received Reading Challenge 
certificates including Jemima (112 days) and Ezra and Albert (63 days) 

 

Squirrels 

We have continued our unit of writing centred on ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ this week. The children have been 

developing their use of a range of sentence starters as well as including a wider variety of ambitious vocabulary to 

add detail and description. Have a look at the examples below where the children were writing the middle part of 

the story…. 

 



 

Our learning on money has progressed. Today we ‘went shopping’ and used a range of price lists to practice our 

addition skills. We have been using different methods such as using a number line or drawing out the coins to find 

the total amount. Recognising that a coin can be exchanged for a variety of other coins, and that 100p is the same 

as, or equal to, £1 are just a couple of the success criteria that we have developed this week. We were also ‘diving 

deeper’ to demonstrate an answer and prove our thinking. 

Yesterday, in PHSE, we learnt about ‘Keeping safe: things that go into or onto bodies.’ We shared our ideas about 

what we already knew, then listened carefully to the PowerPoint. we then applied what we had learnt by sorting a 

variety of pictures depicting objects such as suncream, bleach and 

shampoo according to harmful, helpful or both. The children had excellent 

suggestions and responses in terms of keeping themselves safe, well done 

Squirrels!  

    

 

Well done to Isla who is our Pupil of the Week for always being organized 

and ready for learning. A blue achievement certificate goes to Lucas for his 



thoughtful contributions in our ‘Keeping safe’ lesson. House points 

and reading certificates for Squirrel Class will be awarded next Friday.  

Well done Squirrel Class! Have a great weekend. 😊  

 

Kestrels 

Kestrels have had a busy week this week. In Maths, we have 
started a new unit on Decimals. We started by looking at the 
value of each digit focusing on 10ths, 100ths and 1000ths. Both Year 5 and 6 are getting very good at 
multiplying and dividing decimal numbers by 10, 100 and 1000. Year 4 have been dividing up to 4 digit 
numbers by 1. They have been looking at remainders also.  

For English, we have continued our work on Reports using the Spiderwick Field Guide. We imagined that a 
Phooka had been spotted in the school grounds and wrote a short report. The class are really enjoying this 
book. It is rich with vocabulary and it has really ignited their imagination.  

For Geography, we are continuing our work on Coasts and we learned about erosion. In particular, how 
caves, arches and stacks are formed. For Science, we continued to learn about Sound. We compared the 
pitch of a variety of instruments and thought about how we can make the pitch lower and higher.  

For art, we are learning about drawing and this week we focused on perspective and drew a view through 
a tunnel. 

This week, Charlie was the Pupil of the Week because he showed perseverance during English and wrote a 
wonderful sustained piece of writing. Tommy-Lee earned an achievement award for his writing also. 

Friends of Hartest School 
 

🏆RAFFLE ANNOUNCEMENT🏆 

This month's Friends of Hartest School Raffle will be drawn on 

✨ Friday 28th January at 7pm ✨ 

live here on the Friends of Hartest School Facebook page. 

You need to be in it, to win it! 

This Friday the tuck shop will be selling strips of tickets for £1. 

The lucky WINNER will win everything in the photo! 

All money raised will be used for improvement of the school. 

Good luck to everyone! 

 

 


