
 

     Tel: 01284 830343         Email: admin@hartest.suffolk.sch.uk     

“Inspiring – Nurturing - Caring” 

 

Friday 21st January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

School Governors 

My name is Cheryl Morgan and I am the new Chair of Governors for 
Hartest School. I have a history of working in clerical jobs but my main 
work was for Suffolk Constabulary where I was a uniformed station clerk 
that looked after the front desk at Sudbury Police Station and dealt with all 
enquiries from the public either via phone or face to face.  

Whilst I was working for the police, I was also a volunteer for Youth 
Offending for 12 years. I have always been involved in local schools and 
was chair of the PTA at All Saints Middle School in Sudbury for 6 years then 
when my children moved to Sudbury Upper, I was on the PTA there and 
then 8 years as a governor. Now I have two grandchildren at Long Melford Primary School where I have 
been governor and chair for 4 years. I am also a parent governor at Ormiston Sudbury Academy where two 
of my other grandchildren are. 

I now work part time as a Clerk to Governors for Schools Choice where I am gaining a lot more knowledge. 

For hobbies, I am part of a Nordic Walking group who usually walk around the Bury/Ickworth area and I 
enjoy, reading, knitting and sewing, looking after my grandchildren and volunteering for 2 hours a week 
with Home Start, supporting a young family. 

I am passionate about making sure our children get the best education and school experience that we can 
give. 

Mrs Cheryl Morgan 
 
 
As a Governor, I am very lucky to be able to still run Reading Gladiator groups at school, within the Covid 
guidelines. This term I am working once a week with two groups from Kestrels who are able readers 
anyway, but this programme aims to challenge their thinking and understanding as well as to improve their 
reading fluency. The pupils are well behaved, extremely keen and great to work with, some even being 
prepared to take the books home and do some reading and tasks beyond the sessions! What a pleasure! 
 
Mrs Kate Long 
  



 
Head of School 
On Wednesday I was privileged to teach in Hedgehog Class. We had an exciting day and I was very 

impressed with the writing done by Year 1 pupils who were finishing their stories.  

Half term in May this year runs from Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2022. To mark the Platinum 

Jubilee, there will be an extra Bank Holiday for our school on Monday 6th June 2022. Please also note the 

PD Day on Friday 27th May 2022. 

Next Wednesday 26th January we will be having one of the school gas tanks replaced.  On this morning, 

staff will be parking in the Hartest Institute which will reduce the number of car spaces available for 

families there.  To accommodate this, we are extending the drop off time frame.  More information will be 

sent out to families on Tuesday. 

Yesterday, during Collective Worship, the children were introduced to our new Building Learning Power 

(BLP) focus for this half term… Resourcefulness. 

  

 

I invited the children to design their own 
Resourcefulness Superhero, if they would 
like to! 

Bring your Superheroes to me by the end of 
next week if you create one at home! 

 

 

Kestrel Class gave some excellent contributions during our assembly yesterday, well done Kestrels, it is 

wonderful to see your ‘learning powers’ developing! Keep it up! 

How you can help your child/ren at home… 

• Encourage questions 
•  Demonstrate making links between different ideas 
• Don’t allow your child’s imagination to shrivel up! 



• Help them to find ways of using resources such as reference books, dictionaries, the 
Internet  

• Help them to think about, and plan, activities 
• Encourage flexibility and the ability to change a plan of necessary 

With kind regards, 

Vicky Gentry 

Head of School 

Hedgehogs 

Our new topic in science is Animals and during this module we are focusing on vertebrates. This week Year 
1 children were identifying, classifying and grouping a selection of these animals while Reception children 
investigated the concept of camouflage. 

In R.E we are working on the Emmanuel Project module - How can we help others when they need it? We 
began our lesson this week by asking the children to think about the characteristics of a superhero. 
Children used words such as ‘save’, ‘rescue’, and ‘help’ when describing superheroes. We will be linking 
this to the word salvation, a key word in the Christian faith. We discussed the idea that we were all able to 
help each other and thought about ways we did this at school and at home. We also had lots of fun 
dressing up as superheroes! 

Year 1 children have been learning to count on from a given number in their math’s lessons and Reception 
children have been matching quantities to numerals. 

We were all very excited to hear that we have a new date arranged for our Bedtime Reading session which 
will be on Friday 4th February. Our Mystery Reader is looking forward to sharing their favourite story with 
the children and the hot chocolate and biscuits are back on our shopping list! Further details to follow. 

Continuing our topic on weather, Hedgehogs have been learning about clouds and rain this week. We 
started with a discussion about what clouds were made from/what they felt like. We breathed on mirrors 
to demonstrate that the water in the air turns into little drops of water, which forms the cloud.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children also watched a demonstration showing what when the water droplets in the cloud becomes 
too heavy it falls as rain. 
Year 1s have begun setting up a weather station in the Hedgehog garden so that they can measure and 
record what the weather is like in Hartest. This week they made a rain gauge to measure how much rain 
falls and have begun looking at the cloud cover. 
 



James G. and Louie both earned blue achievement certificates this week. James for once again being an 
excellent talk partner and Louie for his great contribution to our science lesson. 

Reading Challenge certificates were awarded to Daisy (84 days) and Louie (112 days) 

Our Pupil of the Week was Isabelle for an excellent attitude towards her learning this week. Well done 
Hedgehogs. 

Squirrels 

We have been enjoying a story called ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ during 

our unit on Stories from other Cultures. In the story, the main 

character has been tasked with chopping down the tree in the 

rainforest. After making a start, he sits down under the tree to rest, 

and consequently falls asleep. Whilst he is sleeping, all the animals 

that live in the tree, come down and ‘whisper’ reasons not to chop 

the tree down in his ear. When he awakes, he has ‘heard’ all the 

reasons given by the animals and simply walks out of the forest. We 

have had some interesting discussions about the rights and wrongs of 

chopping down trees. 

In Maths, we have been working on money, totaling amounts, 

finding amounts and calculating giving change. This is an excellent 

life skill to have and the children have applied prior learning such as 

number bonds, addition and subtraction and differences between 

amounts.  

 

We are learning about food and exercise in Science. We have begun 

sorting food according to their food types and are showing our 

increasing understanding of this. Our enquiry centred on the 

Scientific skill of Grouping and Classifying.  Ask your child about this 

when you are enjoying a meal together! 

Well done to Harvey who is our Pupil of the Week for beginning to 

make better use of our learning environment. Blue achievement 

certificates go to Evie for greater confidence and joining in with Phonics; Harry C. for interesting 

suggestions and ideas about ‘The Rhythm of the Rain’ book; Bradley for super contributions that are 

always thoughtful and reasoned! 

Blayne and Evie have earned their 30 House points certificate and Strauss has earned 60! Well done all. 

😊A Bronze reading certificate goes to Tom for reading for 84 days, and Silver reading certificates go to 

Merida and Tabi for 112 days! 😊 

Well done Squirrel Class! 😊  

Kestrels 

We have started our English unit learning about report writing and we are using the Arthur Spiderwick’s 
Field Guide to the Fantastical World Around You to support us. We have really enjoyed reading about the 
different creatures and in particular, we have written a poem about the River Troll, a recount in the 
character of a Boggart and a warning poster about the Cockatrice. The children have been exploring some 



wonderful vocabulary and applying their knowledge of sentence structure. The unit includes some 
wonderful creative writing opportunities as well as lots of role play. 

This week in maths, the Year 4 have been continuing the unit on multiplication and in particular, looked at 
using a variety of methods to calculate a 2 / 3-digit number by a 1-digit number. We have also begun to 
look at the formal written methods. Year 5 and 6 have continued their learning on Fractions in in 
particular, Multiplying and dividing fractions. We have also learned how to find the fraction of an amount. 

For topic, we have continued our learning of coastal features and this week, focused on how bays and 
headlands are formed and in Science, we have continued our learning about sound and have looked at the 
ways that sound travels. 

Congratulations to our House Point Winners who were recognised in our Achievement Assembly this 
morning; Alfie, Phoebe and Summer 30 points, Bea 60 points, and Denholm 120 points. Congratulations to 
our super readers Matilda (42 days) Harry (84 days) Bea (63 days).   

Our Pupil of the Week is Ronnii, for working really hard and contributing to discussions, and Achievement 
certificates went to Denholm for noticing and cleaning up litter in the playground after school and Harry 
for progressing so well in SNIP.  

 

 
 
 


