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Friday 14th January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
School Governors 
 
Dear Families, 
 
My name is Philippa Gladstone I am the Foundation Governor and was 
appointed in October 2021.  I am a lawyer who has mainly worked in the not 
for profit sector.  I can be found on the school field at drop off and pick up as 
I’m also a parent of two children at the school - one in Hedgehogs and one in 
Squirrels.  Happy to talk to any of you anytime so please do reach out. My 
contact details are: Philippa.gladstone@gmail.com 
 
My role as the foundation governor entails monitoring the link between the 
church and the school and assisting with engagement with SIAMs. I am also the governor responsible for 
monitoring early reading and phonics which I have a particular interest in as one of my children is in 
Hedgehog class going through the phonics program. 
 
For the last three years I have been chair of Friends of Hartest School a role that has now passed to Mark 
Poupard.  I’m looking forward to supporting the school in the implementation of its development plan. 
 
Kind regards 
Philippa 
 
Head of School 

We had a fantastic time at the Theatre Royal yesterday. The children behaved 
impeccably and were an absolute credit to Hartest Primary School – well done 
everyone. The performance was wonderful with lots of singing, dancing and 
laughter … and even an impromptu shower from a water pistol!!  

Although we were disappointed to have to postpone in December, it was 
actually a lovely event to have mid-way through January. Thank you to the 
‘Friends of Hartest’ for our pantomime trip! We hope you all enjoy reading 
some of the recounts attached below. 

Kind regards, Mrs Gentry 

 



Covid Testing and Isolation 

From Monday 17th January, the rules for self-isolating after a positive covid test are changing.  Isolation will 

be 5 days, the day after the positive test being day one.  Children can return to school on day 6 if on day 5 

and day 6 they have a negative LFD test in the morning and have had a normal temperature in the previous 

48 hours.  If not, then testing will continue until there are negative tests two days in a row.  Siblings need 

to do a LFD test each morning before coming to school. 

Friends of Hartest School  
 
Tuck Shop is now a regular part of our Friday afternoon.  Remember your 
coins next Friday! 
 
Consent forms and ticket money for the FOHS disco can be handed to 
parents working at the Tuck Shop. 
 
Plastic Milk Bottles 
 
Thank you to those families who have brought in their named milk bottles 
already.  The deadline for these is Monday 7th February, when the 
experimenting will begin! 
 
Hedgehogs 
 
This week we started our new topic of Weather. We will be monitoring the weather and recording it daily 
on a weather chart. This week Hedgehogs were learning about different types of weather and the icons we 
use to represent that weather, so that we know what pictures we need on our weather chart. 
 
Following on from last week's maths lessons on parts and wholes, Reception have been learning to 
decompose (break down) numbers to 5 (the whole) into smaller parts. They are beginning to learn that 
numbers can be broken down in lots of different ways but the whole always stays the same. 
 
Year 1s have been learning ‘1 more’ and ‘1 less than’ numbers to 20 and then applying their knowledge 
from the last 2 weeks to complete sentences such as '1 ten and 4 ones is one _______than 15'. They then 
began comparing numbers and quantities to 20 using the symbols and words < less than and > greater 
than. 
 
Having learnt to retell a Just So Story last week in English, Year 1s have been looking at the features of 
what makes a Just So Story and then using this to begin planning their own story " How the _______ got its 
______". 
 
Blue achievement certificates this week were awarded to James G for great progress in his reading and to 
Noah for great decomposition of the number 3 and recording the two parts he found.  
Our Pupil of the Week was Ezra for being brave. Ezra was quite worried about going on our trip to the 
theatre to see Cinderella but with the support of the other children in Hedgehog Class he came and really 
enjoyed the experience. Well done Ezra and Hedgehog Class, working together as a team earnt the 
children 10 marbles in their jar! 
 
Squirrels 

This week in Squirrel Class the class have been learning about the rainforests of South America. We looked 
at a world map and the children found the continents of the world and then we looked at Biomes around 
the world. Maybe you could ask your child to tell you something about some of them? We then looked in 



an atlas and found various countries, cities, rivers and mountains in South America. We also looked at the 
four compass points and what it means on a map. Each week in our geography unit we answer a 'big 
question'. This week it was 'where are the rainforests'. Perhaps your child could answer that question 
now? 

In English, the children have been looking at 'stories from a different country'. This week we have looked at 
different stories and the children have written about their favourite choice. They have then read 'The 
Kapok Tree' and have completed a book review on it. 

In Maths, we have been finishing off the unit on multiplication and division and starting a unit on 'Money'. 
Hopefully your child can tell you all the coins in our monetary system and can complete some addition and 
subtraction calculations with them. 

Here are some of us all ready to leave school for the theatre trip… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Scarlett who is Squirrel Class Pupil of the Week for having superb learning behaviours. Darcey has 

earned a Blue achievement certificate for giving some excellent explanations in Maths. 

Well done Squirrels, have a lovely weekend! 😊  

 
Kestrels 
 
In Maths, Kestrels have been continuing their learning on 
Fractions and have been learning how to multiply and 
divide fractions. Year 4 have continued to learn about 
multiplication and division.  
We have finished Alma now and will be moving on to 
reports next week. The children have done lots of work on 
sentence openers and sentence structure and we will next 
week be using this learning in our writing. 

Sadly, Mrs Russell couldn’t go to the Panto so Demi has 
written a short piece about it. 

 

Written by Demi: 



‘Yesterday, the whole school experienced a trip to the Panto at 
the Theatre Royal in Bury St Edmunds. The Panto was Cinderella! 
The performance was exceptional with a brilliant plot including 
some fabulous twists. For example, Cinderella got chained up to 
the cellar whilst the prince was trying the shoe on her step sisters. 

Everyone had so much fun with the hilarious puns, scenes, songs, 
costumes and acting. We can’t wait for next year’s pantomime 
and hope Year 6 have had a brilliant final trip to the Panto with 
Hartest Primary School.’ 

We have started to research coasts this week and have been identifying some characteristics and thinking 
about a definition for ‘Coasts’ . 

Our class awards this morning were given to Jacob for 21 days reading, Casey for 30 days, Lewis, Phoebe, 
and Tommy-Lee for 43 days, Eva for 60 days, Freddy, Bea and Harry 63 days and Charlie, George H, Ralph 
and Corey for 112 days- so much enjoyment of books happening in Kestrels! 
Congratulations to George J who is our Pupil of the Week.  He has been working so hard in Maths and 
showing great resilience in class. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


