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“Inspiring – Nurturing - Caring” 

 

Friday 10th December 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
On my frequent walks around our school this week I have been lucky enough to see lots of 

fabulous learning!  There was an interesting Science lesson in Kestrel Class – investigating 

melting chocolate!! Reception pupils in Hedgehog Class showed me their understanding of the composition of 

number 5 and were accurate in their explanation of how they had made 5 using double sided counters. Year 4’s were 

very enthusiastic about their Maths learning – using resources to demonstrate their calculations and 

Squirrel Class have begun to make some superb Hill Forts as part of their learning about the Bronze 

Age.  It is always an absolute pleasure and privilege to see the children engaged in their learning! 

On Wednesday next week (15/12/21) it is Christmas Dinner Day and Christmas Jumper Day. So, dust 
off those Christmas jumpers, hats etc and get festive!   Friday 17th is our last day of term, and school resumes on 
Tuesday 4th January……2022! 

We will be totaling up the House Point Scores for this half term and the winning house will be announced on 
Wednesday with their non-uniform day for Thursday. We will send an email out on Wednesday to let you know 

which House has won! 😊  

Kind regards, Mrs Gentry 

Ofsted Inspection- Parent, Staff and Governor Meeting 

You are invited to attend a meeting about the Ofsted inspection on Monday 13th December at 

6pm. Unfortunately, due to current restrictions, we are not able to meet in person but will hold a meeting 

by Teams instead. You will have the opportunity to speak to school and trust leaders about the inspection 

report and ask any questions you may have.  The Teams meeting link will be sent out on Monday to all 

families in the hope that you will be able to join us. 

 
Hedgehogs 

The Christmas excitement is definitely beginning to build in 
Hedgehog Class. The Christmas decorations which were put 
up by the staff on Monday evening were met with a great 
deal of enthusiasm by the children on Tuesday morning and 
our class marble jar is nearly full so a Christmas treat is 
pending! 

We have continued with our Nativity preparations despite 
the challenges of Covid and as always, the children have 
shown great resilience in coping with all the changes. We are 



hoping to film next week as planned so we can share their finished performance with you. 

We have begun making our Christmas cards and hope to 
squeeze in a class calendar too. 

In our Math’s lessons Year 1 children have been revisiting and 
adding to their knowledge of 2 and 3D shape. Reception 
children have been exploring different ways of making 5 and 
learning that two fives make ten! 

Blue Certificates were awarded to Isla, James G. and Ruby for 
being excellent reading partners in our phonics lessons. Ruby 
also got Pupil of the Week for showing a positive attitude to her 

learning. 

Three children received Reading Challenge certificates including Lily, 84 days, Jemima, 63 days and Obi, 42 
days. WOW! Well done Hedgehogs. 

Squirrels 

In Squirrel Class this week we have really enjoyed our unit on Poetry. We have listened to and read poems, 

shared our ideas for a class poem, learnt about using commas and inverted commas, rehearsed our 

‘Christmas Performance,’ developed our multiplying skills, explored some different strategies to help us 

with remembering to spell tricky words. 

We had a super afternoon at Forest School yesterday. We decorated biscuits to eat in the log circle at 

snack time, made reindeer food, used our imaginations and generally had a wonderful time! On Friday 

afternoon, we rounded off our week by completing a Science investigation about waterproofing materials 

and also had a try at wax resist art.  

Congratulations to Charlie J. who is Squirrel Class Pupil of the Week. Charlie always gets actively involved in 

his learning. Blue achievement certificates go to Harry L. for super progress in Phonics and Rudy for 

improvement in his music. 

Well done Squirrels, an awesome week! 

Kestrels 
 
Kestrels are continuing their learning on fractions and have been 
comparing and ordering fractions.  They are learning how to represent 
the fractions using bar modelling and to explain their reasoning using 
mathematical language when problem solving.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
For English, we have started working on a lovely book called The Santa 
Trap by Jonathan Emmett.  Today we used it to write dialogue sentences 
using accurate punctuation.  We used Kung Fu punctuation to read out 
the sentences, to ensure that the punctuation was in the correct place.   
 
 
In science this week, Kestrels carried out an experiment to find out the 
time it takes for different types of chocolate to melt.  They observed the 
chocolate change state when heated and measured the temperature 
and time as it happened.  We watched a clip of Professor Brian Cox 
visiting a chocolate factory and a factory which produces parts for jet 



engines to find out more about the melting of different materials and how this can be applied to real world 
contexts.  For history, we have finished our double page spreads which showcase our learning on Crime 
and Punishment through the Ages. 
 
We have had lots of great achievements and certificates this week and would like to congratulate: 
Ollie K, Josh and Freddy 30 house points, Ollie C and Ralph 60 house points, Denholm and Demi 90 house 
points, Christian and Freddy 42 days of Reading Challenge, Charlie, Ralph and Demi 84 days of Reading 
Challenge. 
 
Our Blue Achievement Awards were given to Harry M for being determined to achieve his deep- water 
survival award and succeeding, and Casey for his fantastic progress in swimming, growing more capable 
and confident over the course of the program. 
 
 
Christmas Giggle- from Ollie K and Mrs Miller 
 
Why does Santa wear red trousers?    Because his blues ones are in the wash! 
  
Where does Santa stay when he’s on holiday?   At a ho-ho-ho-tel! 
 
What do reindeer have that no other animals have? Baby reindeer! 
 
 
FOHS Tuck Shop- Fridays 
 
The first Tuck Shop was this afternoon and what a fabulous range of treats they had 
available!  Remember your coins next Friday- everything is either 50p or £1! 


