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Friday 19th November 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly, thank you all for all your help and support during what has been a difficult week and a half due to 
rising Covid levels.  I am aware that the letters that we sent out at the beginning of the week caused 
anxiety to some of our families, but thank you to everyone who took their children for a PCR test where it 
was needed- I have never been so happy to receive so many ‘negative’ messages! 
 
This week Suffolk County Council and Public Health Suffolk have reviewed and tightened their guidance 
following a rise in Covid cases within schools. 
 
From today, if a member of a family tests positive in a LFT or PCR test, or has symptoms of Covid, all the 
children in the family will need to stay at home.  After 5 days, they need to take a PCR test.  If that PCR test 
is positive they need to self-isolate.  If it is negative they can return to school.  The reason for the change is 
that scientists have said that it takes on average 5 days for the virus to develop in a child.   Hopefully this 
will help to reduce the numbers of cases within communities. 
 
The last week has meant that Suffolk County Council and Suffolk Public Health are reviewing restrictions 
around Christmas celebrations in school.  At the moment our annual trip via coach to the pantomime in 
Bury St Edmunds is allowed BUT I am very mindful that going to the theatre may be an opportunity where 
Covid could be spread between children, and between children from different schools.  In this case your 
child (or my staff) could be ill over Christmas. 
 
I would like to just take a quick yes/no/undecided poll to see how parents feel about their child going to 
the pantomime on 17th December.  If you could click here on the link and note your opinion I would be 
grateful as it would assist in the decision-making process about whether we go ahead with the trip as 
planned.  https://forms.office.com/r/C3Zzqd4smS  
 
I would like to thank all the staff at Hartest- there have been times this week when we have had to think 
about closing a class due to the number of staff absent.  Thank you for your help and support, and for 
making changes to your plans at the last moment, so that we didn’t have to do this. 
 
Finally, I have spoken to Mrs Gentry who is sounding a little better.  She thanks everyone for their best 
wishes and is looking forward to hopefully seeing everyone on Thursday, and is missing everyone in school. 
 
Have a super weekend, 
Mrs Woolmer 
Executive Head of School 
 

https://forms.office.com/r/C3Zzqd4smS


 

 

Hedgehogs 

The children have shown great adaptability in coping with the changes in 
routines this week due to our current Covid situation. They have all 
accepted the reinstated zoned areas of the playground and have been 
using them sensibly. Swapping back to school gatherings via Zoom rather 
than a physical meeting is a further change they have dealt with, further 
evidence of just what amazing young children they are. 

In our PHSE lesson this week we have been 
thinking about road safety. The character 
Super Cat reminded us to Stop, Look, Listen 
and Think before crossing the road. We discussed how to use Zebra and Pelican 
crossings and the importance of holding an adult’s hand when we are crossing 
the road. 

In English Year 1 children have been exploring how the use of text and 
illustrations can help to set the tone of a story. Reception children have been 
practising their blending skills in phonics and working very hard on using the 
correct formation when writing letters. 

In Maths Year 1 children have been working on addition, using 
manipulatives such as counters to work out their answer and then writing a 
corresponding number sentence. Reception children were investigating the 
composition of the number four with the help of Numberblocks. 

An achievement certificate was awarded 
to Lilia for completing her class pom pom 
challenge. Each day the children are set a 
maths, phonic and fine motor skill challenge. A pom pom is awarded for 
each completed task. Any child that completes all 3 challenges receives a 
house point. Arthur also received an achievement certificate for his 
positive contribution to our class discussion on road safety and our Pupil 
of the Week was Noah for working hard on his organisational skills. 

Several children received Reading Challenging certificates too including 63 days – Louie, Amelia and James 
G. and 42 days – Daisy. Well done everyone. 

 

 

 

 

Tabitha (7 years) 



Squirrels 

So, this week on Monday we did history and art and made Toarks, jewelry they wore on their wrists in the 

Bronze Age.  On Wednesday we made up a story about Pudsey and we were partners to write it!  Also, in 

PE we danced for 25 minutes! 

Yesterday we wrote the story of We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, (insert singing the song to Mrs Miller here!). 

In Forest School we dug in the garden, in the vegetable patch and I found a baby potato.  We didn’t have a 

fire because we didn’t have enough teachers otherwise it’s not safe. 

Lunch today was fish and chips or fish fingers- yay!!! 

From Hattie and Alice C-J 

Dear Children, Staff and Families 
Thank you for your good wishes. I am feeling a bit better and am really missing being at school. I will look 
forward to seeing you all towards the end of next week and catching up. Have a lovely weekend,  
 
Kind regards, Mrs Gentry  
 
Kestrels 

Kestrels have had a great week.  For history, we are learning about crime and punishment through the 

ages.  This week we focussed on the Tudors.  Punishment was very severe and very gruesome!    

In our Science lessons this week, we have been investigating gases as a state of matter. To do this, we 

carried out a range of observations to help us to understand gases.     

We are continuing our work using the animation The Piano by Aidan Gibbons.  We have started to write a 

short memoir containing flashbacks of various memories.  In maths, we are learning formal methods for 

division.     

Children in Need Day 

Thank you everyone for your generous donations to our Children in Need fundraiser.  We will be sending 

them £81.25p! 

PE and Jewelry 

Can we kindly ask that children don’t wear earrings or watches on their PE or Multisports days.  They have 

to be removed, and the risk of losing them is very high! 

Packed Lunch- from our School Prospectus 

Packed Lunches may be brought to school in named lunch boxes. Canned and fizzy drinks, chocolate bars 

of any description and sweets should not be part of a packed lunch. Packed lunches may contain a carton 

of fruit drink as an alternative to water. 

Parents / carers should be aware that some of our pupils have nut allergies which can be triggered by 

simply being in close proximity to nuts. We request that parents / carers do not include nuts or products 

containing nuts when preparing packed lunches. Please check the ingredients of pre-packaged bars very 

carefully. 

Forest School Kit 

A message from Mrs Moore- please can you include a plastic bag in the Forest School Kit, big enough for 

muddy wellies and wet waterproofs to be wrapped in for the trip home. 


