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Friday 8th October 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This week we marked National Poetry Day and enjoyed listening to some favourite poems and discussing 
them. 
  
It has been a busy week as usual and I always enjoy seeing the children engaging in their learning and at 
their play. We have had several visitors in school recently and they have made positive comments about 
how super our pupils are! Well done Hartest pupils – we are very proud of you! 
 
Looking ahead in the school diary, we have a pupil free day on Friday 22nd October, leading in to the 
October half term holiday Monday 25th to Friday 29th October.  We also have Hartest Preschool holding 
their very popular Fireworks Night at The Crown on Saturday 6th November (see attached flyer) and the 
Suffolk County Flu Immunisation Team coming on Tuesday 23rd November for the whole school.  Consent 
forms will be given out after the half term break. 
 

Have a great weekend! 

Mrs Gentry 

Head of School  

 

Friends of Hartest School AGM and Call for New Members 

The FOHS AGM is being held on Tuesday 19th October, 8pm at The Crown. You are invited and encouraged 

to come along.   

This year most of the current committee is standing down, so we need a whole new group of parents, 

grandparents and carers to join up, or the organisation will have to close.  Being a member of the FOHS is a 

 

 

 

No birthdays were celebrated this week… maybe next week! 



great way to meet and connect with other families, and we are so appreciative of the support the FOHS 

give the school.  Many of our extra-curricular resources, activities and events could not happen without 

them, or costs would be passed on to families instead.  

For example: the FOHS fund our annual whole school visit by coach to the Theatre Royal in Bury St 

Edmunds, to enjoy the Christmas pantomime.  Without this generous donation we would be charging you 

£20 per child to take part.    The Year 6 Leaver’s hoodie is gifted to each student in year 6.  Without FOHS 

this will cost each child £24.  Our Forest School, which the children love and look forward to every week, 

had a recent update to their resources to the tune of £1200, all thanks to the FOHS.  Our swimming pool, 

which we hope to open for summer next year, is funded and run by the FOHS.   

FOHS is a vital part of our school community and we need you!  Please do consider joining in. 

Hedgehogs 

We had such an exciting day on Thursday celebrating National 
Poetry Day. The poems we chose to share in Hedgehog Class 
were all about mud! This inspired us to create our own mud pies 
in our outside kitchen which involved the children using their 
phonic knowledge to read the recipes and maths skills when 
adding the required quantities. There was lots of creativity too 
with the children making up their own list of ingredients which 
included conkers, pine cones, sticks and leaves!  

We also had a lovely surprise on 
Thursday when Mrs Cawston delivered another set of knitted 
Numberblocks which she had made for us. They were just as beautiful as 
our first set and will be an excellent resource when Reception children 
are investigating numbers beyond 10. Thank you, Mrs Cawston, for such a 
lovely gift. 

In maths this week Reception children have been comparing height and 
size. Year 1 children have been comparing numbers and looking at the concept of one more and one less 
than a given number. 

A request from the teachers for Forest School Kit- please can you send a bag large enough for your child to 
put all their clothes into it easily and all by themselves.  If it is too small they find it difficult to manipulate.  
The bag also needs to be named, as well as the items that go into it. 

The children have been working so hard this week and this is 
reflected in the number of achievement certificates that we 
awarded in Collective Worship today. 

Albert received a certificate for great work in maths, 
comparing height and length. Joel for resilience when 
practising writing, Louie for great effort in his home-learning 
and Ruby for excellent participation in our science lesson. 
Jemima is our Pupil of the Week for making connections in 
her learning. 

Finally, we were delighted to award Amelia, Harry, Louie, Isla 
and James G their 21-day certificate for our Reading 
Challenge. Well done Hedgehogs for a super effort! 



Squirrels 

We celebrated National Poetry Day in Squirrel Class and listened/read the poem of ‘The Story of Squiddly 

Diddly.’ The theme running through the poem was all about the perils of litter in our ocean – told by the 

helpful actions of Squiddly Diddly, who saves his friends from a variety of litter such as a carrier bag. We 

talked about the importance of looking after our environment and then created posters to show how we 

can do this.  

In Science, we investigated mirrors. We found out how to write a secret code or message by using a mirror. 

Ask your child to show you if they can – we had a really fun lesson 

using mirrors to understand reflection. 😊  

We have started a new unit in English and have been looking at 

newspaper reports. So far, we have read a range of reports and begun 

to notice some of the features.  During Maths, we have worked on 

our understanding and skills with adding and subtracting 1, 10 and 

100 from 2-digit numbers. Squirrels are really improving on their use 

of mathematical vocabulary when explaining their thinking – keep it 

up! 

Well done to Albie, Squirrel Class Pupil of the Week, for his 

perseverance with his learning. Blue achievement certificates go to 

Merida for being a fabulous secret message writer, Alice C-J for 

composing a beautiful butterfly poem at home and to Harvey for 

accurately finding 10 more or less than a 2-digit number using a 100 

square.  

 

Kestrels 

This week Kestrels had great fun writing their own murder 

mystery stories, set on a cruise ship.  There were some really 

creative (and scary) ideas! 

We have also spent some more time in science improving 

our designs for our Christmas lights.  Mrs Miller was very 

impressed with our knowledge of how electricity flows 

through a circuit. 

The children are making great progress in their swimming 

classes.  Mrs Coe is pleased to see confidence and skill improving, at different levels, for all the children.  

Can the students who have Heidi as their teacher (that is the big group, not the small group with Miss 

Johnstone helping) please bring along a t-shirt (t-shirt and shorts if you are a girl) to the class next Thursday 

14th October, as they will be practicing what to do if they fall in the water wearing clothes.   

Mrs Roberts is on leave at the moment.  She’s very tired and just needs to put her feet up.  Next week Mrs 

Coe and Mrs Cook will be teaching the children again, alongside Miss Johnstone.  What a fabulous team! 

 


