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  “Inspiring – Nurturing – Caring” 
 
17th January 2020 

     
Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been another busy week at Hartest School; children have been working hard and there have been lots 

of things going on! 

Owls and Kestrels Music 

Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 once again had the opportunity this week to delight an audience with showing all 

they have achieved learning their woodwind instrument. This was particularly special, as they were able to 

share their performance with woodwind players from Long Melford Primary School. It is wonderful that the 

children can work together with pupils from another school in our Multi-Academy Trust- a big thank you to Mrs 

Woolmer and all at Long Melford CE Primary for hosting the concert. 

Key Stage 2 Football Clinic 

I am delighted that starting next Thursday lunchtime, Harry Mumford from Prestige Sports will be running 

football coaching sessions for our Key Stage 2 pupils (Years 3,4,5 and 6). I am particularly grateful to Friends 

of Hartest for agreeing to fully fund this.  

Harry is able to accommodate 16 pupils, and I appreciate that this is likely to be oversubscribed. Please email 

or call the office in the first instance, and places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. Additional 

pupils will be added to a waiting list, and will be given priority next term. 

 

Staffing 

Mrs Butler has now begun her maternity leave, and we look forward to hearing her news in a couple of 

months’ time! You may have noticed an additional adult around school, particularly in Kestrel Class. We 

welcome Mrs Janet Strellis, who is covering many of Mrs Butlers’ hours as Learning Support Assistant. Mrs 

Strellis, like Mrs Temple-Nidd, works at Long Melford CE Primary; a strength of being part of the Multi-

Academy Trust is for staff to work across different schools, sharing expertise. Mrs Strellis is a very 

experienced Learning Support Assistant, and I know children in Kestrels are enjoying working with her. 

 

Vacancy – Midday Supervisor 

Although we have managed to cover many of Mrs Butlers’ responsibilities internally, we are seeking additional 

support at lunchtimes, supervising pupils both in the hall and outside on the playground. If any parents, 

grandparents or members of the community would be interested in covering a couple of lunchtimes, on a 

casual basis, please do email or call the school in the first instance to register your interest. Further details will 

be available from Monday. Please note that even casual appointments such as this are subject to a 

satisfactory Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check, and a short interview, in line with the school’s policy 

and commitment to safeguarding and safer recruitment checks. 

 

Reading 

We have a lot of things planned and already underway to continue to raise the profile of reading at school, and 

to foster a love of reading in all our pupils. As well as our ‘Star Reader’ challenge, we have recently subscribed 

as a school to ‘Reading Eggs’. Your child has a login which should be recorded in the front of their reading 

record – in order to get the very best from the Reading Eggs subscription and for every child to succeed, 



 

 

 

 

children are encouraged to go onto Reading Eggs at home during the week. Many of our children are finding 

this an exciting way to practise their reading and phonics skills. 

Throughout the week, I have had many conversations with children about their reading, and the different 

things which constitute reading; comics, magazines and newspapers; Kindle, iPads and other smart devices; 

recipes and instructions, as well as books from home. Children are encouraged to record all of these in their 

reading record, not just school reading books. In the case of older pupils, it is fine for children to record this for 

themselves. Thank you for your support by reading with your child at home – it makes all the difference. 

 

Second Hand School Uniform 

We are looking for donations to re-stock our collection of second hand uniform items.  If you have any with the 

school logo that your child has outgrown, bring them in to the school office at any time. 

 

DoodleMaths 

In addition to our ‘Reading Eggs’ subscription, and following a successful trial, we have purchased a 

subscription for the whole school to ‘DoodleMaths’. This is great for improving fluency and practising maths 

skills in a fun and engaging way. Once again, your child’s login is recorded in the front of their reading record.  

 

Earlier in the week, Mrs Boyd introduced this to all the children in assembly. Children in Hedgehogs are using 

this for the first time, and it would be wonderful if they could do this at home also. The DoodleMaths app works 

on Android and iOS devices, and can be downloaded for free.  

 

Children in Squirrels, Owls and Kestrels have been set a 14 day DoodleMaths Challenge, starting Monday, 

where they can earn certificates through doing this regularly, as well as improving their maths skills. Thanks 

for your support once again by allowing your child to do this at home. 

 

https://www.doodlemaths.com/14-day-challenge-competition/ 

 

 

Pupil of the Week 

Lastly, well done to our Pupils of the Week, Alice C-J, Eva, Demi and Barnaby who each received a certificate 

and prize today for their excellent learning behaviour! 

 

Wishing you a happy and relaxing weekend,  

 

            

 

     

Mr M Coombs 

Headteacher. 

 

https://www.doodlemaths.com/14-day-challenge-competition/

