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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to the start of an exciting new year at Hartest School! I hope everyone has had an enjoyable and 

relaxing summer, and I would like to particularly welcome our new children in Hedgehog Class, and our new 

families. We look forward to a great school year! 

New Classes 

I would also like to welcome three new staff members, our new Office Administrator, Mrs Miller, Squirrel Class 

teacher, Mrs Boyd, and Hedgehog Class teacher, Miss White. Just a reminder also that our class arrangements are 

as follows: 

Hedgehogs Reception & Year 1  Mrs A Woozley (Mon, Tues, Fri) / Miss K White (Wed, Thurs) 

Squirrels Year 2 & Year 3  Mrs E Boyd 

Owls  Year 4    Mrs K Temple-Nidd (Mon, Tues) / Mr M Coombs (Wed, Thurs, Fri) 

Kestrels Year 5 & Year 6  Miss M Vaughan  

As in previous years, Owls will work as a separate class during morning sessions, merging with Kestrels in the 

afternoons. Regarding administrative matters such as payments, clubs and collection arrangements, please do 

contact Mrs Miller in the office either in person, by phone or email. If you have an enquiry regarding your child’s 

learning, or class matters, please do speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance. 

Data Protection and Parental Consent 

Normally I would send our weekly newsletter out each Friday by ParentMail, and include photos and mentions of 

specific children. We also like throughout the week to put things on Twitter and send out information electronically. 

In order to do this, we are required by law to gain your consent. Thank you to those of you who have already 

returned completed GDPR consent forms sent out this week. We do need a completed consent form for each child, 

even if you have previously given consent, so please do return these to Mrs Miller in the office ASAP. Thank you. 

First Aid and Attendance 

I would like to take this opportunity to inform those new to the school and remind everyone of our policy regarding 

absence. If your child is ill for any reason, please do phone or email the school as promptly as you can. The 

answerphone and email are both checked before the start of the school day. Our policy is to ring home when a child 

is absent and this is done after the registers have closed, shortly after 9.00am. Please note that term time holiday 

absences, apart from exceptional circumstances, are usually unauthorised. Thank you. 

 

In the event of a child suffering sickness or diarrhoea, please note that children should not return to school until 48 

hours after the last symptoms. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Please also note that from this term, when children have minor accidents such as bumps and grazes, we will either 

ring or email to inform you that an accident form has been completed, a copy of which is normally sent home in the 

child’s book bag. This is to ensure that parents are fully informed when a child has an accident, however minor. 

 



 

 

 

 

Clubs 

 

Clubs begin again next week, and as per last year, we are providing two multi-sports clubs. On Wednesdays for 

children in Years 1-3, and on Thursdays for Years 4,5 and 6. Both are from 3.00-4.00pm. We fully fund our sports 

clubs and these are therefore free to attend, but spaces are on a first-come, first-served basis, so please ring Mrs 

Miller and request a form, or collect one from the school office. Rest assured that as in previous years, there will be 

sports and other clubs available to our Early Years children during the spring and summer terms. 

We are delighted that The Theatre Royal are once again running drama club on Tuesdays after school from 3.00-

4.00pm. This is open to children from Year 3 to Year 6, and commences on 17
th

 September. This has proved 

immensely popular and excellent value at just £42 per child for 10 sessions. Booking can be done via The Theatre 

Royal Box Office on 01284 769505. 

Free School Meals 

You will be aware that under the Universal Infant Free School Meals scheme, school lunches and healthy snacks 

are provided free of charge for every child, from Reception to Year 2. For Years 3 and above, school lunches are 

available at a cost of £2.30 per meal. Our lunches are of an excellent quality, freshly cooked on site by Mrs 

Clapham, and there is a wide choice and alternatives available for special dietary requirements. I would warmly 

encourage your child to have a hot school lunch.  

Certain children will be eligible for free school meals, and it would be worthwhile taking a few minutes completing an 

eligibility check. Even if your child receives infant free school meals, it benefits both your child and the school if you 

do this, as the school not only receives extra funding for these pupils, but this money can be used to support them 

in their learning, or subsidise educational visits. Please do visit our website and click on the ‘School Lunches’ tab. 

Roald Dahl Day 

World Book Day is always a huge success at Hartest, and we remember fondly last year both staff and pupils 

dressing up! With this in mind, next Friday, 13
th
 September, it is Roald Dahl Day. This is a lovely way to promote 

reading across the school, and your child can come into school that day dressed as a favourite character from a 

Roald Dahl book, and bring in a favourite Roald Dahl story! This will also be a non-uniform day. Do visit 

www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl-day for some ideas! 

Hartest Summer Fete 

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my thanks to Friends of Hartest and members of All Saints Church for 

organising such an enjoyable and excellent summer fete. This was a resounding success, and raised in the region 

of £3,500 for school funds. Thank you to them all, and to those who attended and gave so generously. 

 

 

Wishing you all a happy and relaxing weekend, 

 

 

            

 

Mr M Coombs 

Headteacher. 

 

http://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl-day

