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“Developing the whole child” 
 
Friday 26th March, 2021 

Dear Families, 
 
This week we have been looking at assessments that the children have been undertaking in class and 
making plans for the Summer Term curriculum.  As I walk through the school looking at what is 
happening in classrooms, it is unbelievable to think that just three weeks ago we were looking at 
children through a screen and an internet connection!   It has been heart-warming to see all our 
children back in school and enthusiastically playing with each other - it really is as though they have 
not been away! 
 
I think that we can all agree that this has been a long and challenging term, but one that has shown 
the adaptability of our children, staff and families.  I would like, once again, to thank our staff team 
for all their hard work and perseverance with Remote Learning, our families for their excellent 
support with the Remote Learning and for making it work, and of course our children for their hard 
work. 
 

I have a parent survey about the lockdown that will come out after the Easter break – I am trying to 
get it on Survey Monkey but have not yet had time to finish it.  I would be grateful if you could 
complete it and send it back – parents are a huge part of home learning and it is important that we 
include your views in any future contingency plans that we make for any further lockdown.  
  
Hope for the Future  
This week we reflected on the fact that it has been a year since we went into the first 
lockdown.  During the last year we have done and seen so much that we could not have imagined, 
not to mention lost so many friends and family members.  
We have talked in school about the future and what the children hope to be able to do.  Some of our 
children created lanterns that, on Tuesday, we lit – a light of reflection and a beacon of hope.  
 

Swimming Pool 

Sadly, due to Covid-19, it is not possible to open the pool this year.  We are currently unable to 
access the necessary course to enable staff to undertake the maintenance checks.  The courses 
cannot run until the swimming pools re-open as the course is practical.  Without at least two 
members of staff having completed the course we cannot open the pool. 

We will access the course in September so that we are prepared for Summer 2022! 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone back in school on Monday 12th April.  I will be in school every 
Monday and then Mrs Gentry (your new Head of School) will be in school every Tuesday to 
Friday.  Mrs Gentry has been getting to know Squirrel Class during the last few weeks and is very 
much looking forward to April 13th. 



 

On behalf of everyone at Hartest Church of England Primary School, I would like to wish you a 
Healthy and Happy Easter. 

 

Mrs Woolmer 

 

Hedgehogs 

We have had a busy three weeks assessing the children 
to ensure that they are all in the correct groups for their 
current level of development. In between this the 
children have had lots of opportunities to socialise 
together and enjoy being with each other. They have 
been amazing and have quickly settled back into the 
school routine.  

In this final week of the spring half-term, we have been focusing on the Easter story and there has 
been a strong Easter theme permeating the classroom. The children have made Easter gardens 
which provided a lovely opportunity for them to share their knowledge of the Easter story. They 

have been on various egg hunts in the garden including a 
‘tricky’ word search. They have made Easter cards and 
written about how they and their families celebrate 
Easter. Today, they joined in with a whole school 
Collective Worship led by Reverend Prigg and we 
discussed why Easter is such an important part of the 
Christian calendar. 

 

 

Finally, there was great excitement when the children 
returned to class this afternoon to discover the Easter 
Bunny had visited us and left us some chocolate eggs as a 
reward for working together as a team and filling our class 
marble jar. A lovely end to a very happy week!  

Mrs Burford and Mrs Woozley 

Squirrels 

Squirrels have been busy making Easter decorations, learning about Egyptian Gods, magnetism and 

fractions.  They have re-written the Easter story and have each received a Learning Certificate from 

the lock down period. 

This morning they had a long chat with Mrs Boyd via Zoom, to say goodbye to her for a while.  We 

wish her well on her maternity leave, and thank her for all her hard work teaching us from afar 

during lockdown. 

Mrs Temple-Nidd and Mrs Coe 



Kestrels 

It has been so good to see all the children back at school these last three weeks. They have all 
settled in well, back into routines and are very pleased to see their friends. One child, from Kestrels, 
even came up to me this morning and said, “Thank you so much for the last three weeks of school, 
it’s been such fun!” 

We have been focussing on English and Maths, where we have done some excellent work 
performing and writing poems (look out for some of our retellings on our social media). We have 
also been listening to an audiobook of the Ickabog – which the children have greatly enjoyed. 

Overall, our focus has included a lot of emotion-based work in order to support their transition back 
into school. If you feel your child has found coming back to school difficult please do not hesitate to 
contact the school for support. 

Kestrels have also had a fantastic time at Forest Schools during the past weeks and have helped 
prepare the bed for our vegetables! 

A massive congratulations to all of Kestrels for taking part in their first Spelling Bee, they all did a 
fantastic job and should be very proud! 

In third place was Lewis and then Sabella in second… 

…and Sienna was our winner! Well done. 

Mrs Roberts 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Diary Dates 

Break up for Easter – Friday 26th March 

 

Return to school – Monday 12th April 

 

Mrs Gentry starts as Head of School- Tuesday 13th April 

 

Bank Holiday Monday – Monday 3rd May 

 

KS2 SATS – Monday 10th to Thursday 13th May 

Year 6 will not have the normal SATS tests this year.  The teachers will continue to undertake teacher 

assessments for each child.  At the end of the school year these will be shared with parents as well 

as with the child’s next school. 

 

Break up for end of term – Thursday 27th May 

 

PD Day – Friday 28th May 

There will be training for the teaching staff so there is no school for children in this day. 

 

Return to school – Monday 7th June 



 

Transition for the children entering Reception in September 2021 – Tuesday 6th July 

 

Sports/Activity Day – Wednesday 30th June 

 

Learning Conferences – week beginning 12th July 

 

Squirrel Class – Tuesday 13th July 

Kestrel Class – Wednesday 14th July 

Hedgehog Class – Thursday 15th July 

 

We hope that these meetings will take place face-to-face, although they will probably have to take 

place outside.  Meeting times will be available both through the day and after school. 

 

Leaver’s Service – Tuesday 20th July 

The Leaver’s Service is planned to take place at All Saints Church, depending upon the numbers that 

can be indoors together in July.  Alternatively, we will hold the Leaver’s Service at school on the field. 

 

Family Picnic – Tuesday 20th July 

This has been such a difficult year with everyone being kept apart, that we thought it would be 

lovely to finish with a Family Picnic, although it will probably be socially distanced, on the school 

field. 

 

More information will be sent about these dates as they get nearer. 


