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“Inspiring, Nurturing Caring” 
 

Friday 14th May, 2021 

 
Dear Families, 
 
This week seems to have whizzed by and we find ourselves on Friday already! I have seen a busy and 

vibrant atmosphere of learning as I have walked around the school. This has included seeing 

Hedgehog Class mastering the technique of signing in to the 

computer with their individual log in details; hearing the Year 4 

pupils warming up at the start of their clarinet lesson with Mr 

Rowe; and lastly, Squirrel Class painting using watercolours with 

a musical accompaniment of Abba in the background! It is 

wonderful to get these snapshots of learning.  

Pupils in Year 2 up to Year 6 have recently completed a Pupil 

Perception survey on Reading and I have enjoyed looking through 

their responses to get a clearer idea of their views on reading as well as their reading habits. 

Questions included length of time spent reading each day, frequency of reading each week, who the 

children like reading to/with and favourite books and/or authors. Julia Donaldson, David Walliams 

and Roald Dahl were popular choices! 

In response to ‘How do you know you have done well in your reading?’ pupil comments included … 

‘I devour books and I know this because I need a new book every day.’ ‘My Mum says!’ ‘Because I 

will move up the Reading (Challenge) Board!’ ‘I can read lots 

without struggling.’ ‘I get no words wrong and an adult says, “well 

done”’ 

Fiction and non-fiction tied in first place as equally popular, with 

emails, websites, instructions and poetry being least favourite! 

Please continue to support your child/ren with their reading, as it 

is a superb way of having some quality time together as well as 

being a valuable life skill.  

 
Have a great weekend, 

Mrs Gentry 

Head of School 



Hedgehog Class 

This week Hedgehog Class have been learning about Mary Seacole and 
how she helped soldiers during the Crimean war. The children had great 
fun making their own 'herbal remedies' using lemon, ginger and okra, 
just like Mary Seacole. 
The children have also been writing biographies about both Florence 
Nightingale and Mary Seacole using the facts they have learnt about 
their lives. 
 

Year 1s have been learning about shapes in maths, recognising and naming both 2D and 3D shapes. 
The children have also made models using 3D shapes and then identified which shapes were used. 
 
Reception children have been learning about subtraction, using 
stories like Kipper's toy box, and songs like ten green bottles to 
explore the idea of taking away objects. 
 
In Art hedgehogs have been exploring the work of Henri Matisse. 
This week we created printed pictures in the style of Henri Matisse 
using sponges and cut okra to create some colourful prints. We 
are developing quite a gallery of Matisse inspired art! 
 
Congratulations to our Pupil of the Week, Rudy, for excellent learning behaviour.  He has also been 
given an Achievement award for his brilliant biography writing and a reading challenge certificate for 
reaching 63 days- what a week! 
 
Luca and Albie have also been given achievement certificates, and we say well done to Tom and 
Harry L for 42 days of reading, and Harvey and Harry G for 84 days of reading.  
 

 
The Hedgehogs Teaching Team 

 
Squirrels Class 
 
This week the Squirrels have been learning about earthquakes 
in their topic lesson.  They have also been busy in maths solving 
problems using manipulatives which are now in a new tub on 
their tables!  

They have been learning about how 
to look for features of stories in 
English and are still working hard on 
their spellings and handwriting.   
In general, many in Squirrel class have been making a really good effort 
to join their handwriting and some will soon be getting their handwriting 
pens as a consequence.   
In PE we have been practising sprinting in readiness for Sports Day and 
they have also painted some beautiful water colour pictures of their 
interpretation of the classic wave picture 'The wave of Kanagawa'.   

 
The Squirrels Teaching Team  



 

Kestrels Class 
 
Kestrels have had an active week of athletics (involving lots of types of 
jumping) and are beginning to develop their serve in tennis. We have also 
been trying to make our sundial clocks (when the sun is being kind to us!).  
There have also been many achievements in our assembly; Lilly for her 
great illustrations on her comic strip and Paige for fantastic participation in 
all lessons. Maizy has managed to get her 60 House point certificate.  
 
Also, in our reading challenge; Christian 21 days, Lewis 42 days, Tommy 42 
days, Demi 63 days and Corey 196 days!! Our Pupil of the Week goes to… 
…Ralph for always trying his hardest in all things. 

 

The Kestrels Teaching Team 

 

The Big Ask 

Get your child’s voice heard and make a difference. 

 The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched a once-in-a-

generation review of children’s lives. It’s called ‘The Childhood Commission’ and it will identify the 

barriers preventing children reaching their full potential and propose policy solutions to address 

them.  

At its heart is ‘The Big Ask’ – the largest ever consultation held with children. In this survey the 

Children’s Commissioner is asking children what they think is important for their future and what is 

holding them back. The Children’s Commissioner will use the results to show the Government what 

children think and what they need to live happier lives.  

Next week we will be asking children in years 2-6 to take part in the survey in class with their 

teacher. Taking part in the survey is optional and children do not need to answer the questions if 

they don’t want to.  

For younger children in years R and 1 (aged 4-5) there is a survey which they can complete with their 

parent.  Use the link here for the Survey   The Big Ask Survey 4-5 Year Olds 

It’s an exciting opportunity to help us think big and it’s a chance for every child in England to have 

their voice heard.  

 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/survey-4-5/

