
 
 

      
 

Friday 4th September 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am pleased to be here at Hartest as your interim headteacher, getting to know the school and preschool a little 

more each day- it is especially great to see everyone back here at last! 

This first week and a half we have had a curriculum based on social skills and pupil wellbeing.  The students at 

Hartest have shown themselves to be resilient and positive, and are very pleased to be able to play with each 

other again. 

We are now assessing what children remember from the curriculum and will move forward with their learning 

from here. 

I look forward to meeting some more of you as the weeks go on. 

Mrs Woolmer 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Making space 

The government have introduced a new program for reminding us how to avoid contracting the coronavirus.  

It’s called Hands. Face. Space. 

 

We know about washing our hands, we know about wearing our masks, but 

what do they mean by space?   

Transmission of the virus is most likely to happen within 2 metres, with risk 

increasing as distances get shorter.   While keeping this exact distance isn’t 

always possible, remaining mindful of surroundings and continuing to make 

space around ourselves has a powerful impact when it comes to containing the 

spread. 

 

In our school, we have rearranged classroom seating, have children eating their meals within their classroom 

bubbles, have class groups playing in designated spaces on the field, have a one- way movement system and 

staggered starts and finishes for dropping off and collecting children, and social distance requirements for 

parents and children who have to wait on school grounds.  This is our way of addressing the need for ‘space’ 

and we greatly appreciate it when everyone takes part. 

 

Sickness 

 

For your information: 

 

Any child who shows signs or symptoms of the coronavirus while at school (fever, continuous cough, loss of 

taste) is removed immediately into supervised isolation (we have suitable PPE for the adult who has to 

supervise, provided by Suffolk Council) and any siblings are brought out of class too.  The child is then 

collected by family, as are any siblings of the child.  The quarantine period is 10 days for the child who is ill, 

and 14 days for the rest of their household.  This is all cancelled once a negative covid test result is received. 

 

If a family rings school to report an illness that includes any of the covid symptoms they are advised to 

quarantine and get the household tested asap.  Siblings are not allowed in school during this period. 



 

 

 

 

 

If a family rings school to report any other illness, only the sick child is required to stay home, unless their 

symptoms progress into covid warning signs, and then siblings are required to stay home. 

 

In the event of a positive covid test, Public Health England decide whether that child's class bubble must stay 

home and isolate or if the whole school is closed, while a deep clean is carried out in the school. 

 

More information is available at  https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  

 

 

Wellies 

As we are going to be using the school field well into the winter months when the grass gets wet, we are asking 

that every child in school has a pair of wellies (or old trainers for children in Kestrels) that are to be kept at 

school all the time.  Children will be putting these on before they go out to play, and will take them off when 

they come back in to class.  They will also be used for forest school visits.  Please make sure that they are 

named and the right size to be comfortable and easy to put on.  Thank you to those families who have already 

sent in a pair. 

Library Books 

Please can all library books be returned to school so that new books can be allocated to the children.  Our 

borrowing system won’t let them have more if there are books still at home. 

Mrs Piper 

This week we said farewell to Mrs Piper after 16 years at Hartest Primary School. We miss her already and 

thank those families who helped to send her off with love on very short notice.   

Kestrels Music Class 

Class music lessons with Mr Rowe begin next Wednesday.  They will be held in small groups in the hall, 

ensuring plenty of space and ventilation between pupils and the teacher.   

 

 

Thank You Mrs Woolmer 

In the absence of Mr Coombs we really appreciate the way Mrs Woolmer has stepped in to lead us here at 

Hartest Primary School.  She brings boundless energy, focus and a wealth of knowledge and experience to all 

that she does for us- and this is on top of all that she does for the staff, children and families at Long Melford 

Primary School!    

She is working very hard for us all, to ensure we have a safety focused return to school and an effective 

learning recovery program.   If you ever need to talk to her please call the school office here at Hartest and we 

can get you connected. 

 

Have a lovely weekend everyone! 

 

 
Kind regards 

 

Mrs Miller 
The School Office 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

