
 
 

      
 

Friday 8th January 2021 
Hartest News 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
What a strange week this has been!  As you are aware, the situation regarding school openings changed a number of 
times from 30th December to 8pm on the 4th January.  Guidance has been issued, updated, re-issued and then updated 
again.  I am currently reviewing our documents and plans following the latest set of guidance that was issued yesterday 
evening. 
 
This week all our staff have received initial training from Google on how to use Google Classroom.  This system is new to 
Hartest and we are asking staff to use it to deliver remote learning to their classes- without being able to give them any 
real opportunity to get used to this system first.  As you can imagine, this has led to much anxiety. 
 
Every member of staff is planning to deliver live content from Monday.  It is highly likely that there will be glitches 
during the week; I apologize for any inconvenience that these might cause, and assure you that we will be working hard 
to overcome them. 
 
I completely understand that some parents are unhappy that they are being asked to home school their children.  I 
would also much rather have your children in school rather than have them being taught at home.  We are working hard 
to ensure that all our children have the opportunity to make progress with their learning in this difficult time.  As soon 
as we have the go-ahead to open the school again, we will happily do so. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any concerns regarding online learning you can contact me at 
headteacher@longmelfordprimaryschool.co.uk or Mrs Miller at the school office. 
 
Mrs Woolmer, Head Teacher 
 
We have some happy news to share with you.  Mrs Roberts is expecting a baby- due early June!  We are very excited for 
her and her husband, and I am sure you join us in wishing her a safe pregnancy. 
 
As Mrs Woolmer mentioned, we are going to start using Google Classroom with each of the class groups here at school.  
This will be where students access the live class time, find and submit class tasks for assessment and communicate their 
questions or comments with their class and teachers.  You will shortly be sent a parent guide for accessing the 
application, and your child’s username and password.  We invite you to get logged on and have a look around on the 
weekend so that you are feeling confident for when live classes begin.  Remember, we are all new to this so are learning 
about it together! 
 
Monday’s first live lessons are scheduled as:  Kestrels 9.30am, Squirrels 11am and Hedgehogs 1.15pm.  The link to your 
child’s meeting will be in their Google Classroom Streams area- see the guide for how to find this.  Times for lessons 
going forward from that will be posted in the Streams area of the classroom. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
Mrs Miller  
The School Office 
 
 

mailto:headteacher@longmelfordprimaryschool.co.uk

