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“Inspiring, Nurturing Caring” 
 

Friday 7th May, 2021 

 
Dear Families, 
 
I hope you all enjoyed the Bank Holiday weekend, despite 

the sometimes-chilly weather! In school this week there 

has been all sorts of exciting learning taking place… from 

designing and making colourful 3D sheep to creating a 

wormery! We also enjoyed hearing Nicki bringing the 

second part of the Creation story to life yesterday in our 

Bible in a Basket story time.  

Thank you to the Friends of Hartest for sending out their update. It is great to hear about 

the future plans, especially for the Village Fete on Monday 30th August. Please do keep the 

date free and let us know if you are able to offer help in any way. 

It is encouraging to see our steps back towards normality with the reopening of more 

venues and shops etc. With this in mind, it is wonderful to see The Crown, here in Hartest, 

opened up again. However, please could we respectfully remind you that children should 

not be using the play equipment in the Beer Garden without parental supervision. The 

garden is only open to people actually visiting the pub and is not a public play area.  

Today we have had a non-

uniform day and lots of us 

have worn something 

purple in recognition and 

support of Cancer 

Research. At the time of 

writing we have raised 

£124.47 through your 

donations, so thank you all. 

Have a happy weekend, 

Mrs Gentry 

Head of School 



Hedgehog Class 

 
The children have been very inspired by our topic on 
minibeasts in science, and this week we have been looking 
at earthworms. All the children were eager to help build our 
wormery and there was an enthusiastic hunt in the garden 
to find some new residents to occupy our latest bug hotel!  
 
We have also been 
busy planting up 

our new containers which were made for us by our 
lovely caretaker/handyman Mr Ade Rose- Belcher. 
The containers are wooden, at child height and on 
wheels so can be moved around the garden. We are 

hoping to be able 
to eat some of 
our own home 
grown produce 
before the end of the summer term!  
 
In English we have been looking at the biography of 
Florence Nightingale and filling in a fact sheet about her 
life. Next week we will be writing our own version of her 

biography.  
 
In maths Reception children have been learning about addition using the concept of First, 
Then and Now stories. We used the story of Mr Gumpy’s Outing by John Burningham to help 
the children create their own stories. First, they were encouraged to decide how many 
characters would be in the boat. Then how many characters they would add. Finally (now) 
find the total number of characters in the boat.  
 
On Thursday we enjoyed another session of Bible in a Basket with Nicki Dixon and this 
morning had another fun filled session in forest schools.  
 
Certificates for this week –  
Our Pupil of the Week is Alice CJ for showing perseverance in acquiring a new maths skill by 
doing lots of extra work at home.  
Blue Achievement certificates were awarded to: 
Harvey and Hattie– for being a good reading partner in phonic lessons, and Merida – for 
recording facts relating to Florence Nightingale.   
Our Reading Challenge certificates were awarded to: 
21 days – Louie, Freddie, and Alice 
84 days- Evie  
112 days – Tabi, Amelia, and Merida. 
 

The Hedgehogs Teaching Team 



Squirrels Class 
 

I mentioned last week that 

Squirrel Class had been 

working on writing recounts. 

I was very pleased with their 

hard work and great ideas. I 

said to the children that I 

would choose one to be 

included in the newsletter so 

well done to Alice for writing 

an interesting recount. ☺  

It was a tricky choice as all of 

the Squirrels did a super job! 

We have moved onto stories 

this week and have looked 

at examples of story writing 

as well as beginning to 

identify some features.   

In Maths, we have been 

exploring fractions of shapes 

and quantities. Yesterday we 

investigated how many 

different ways we could split 

12 into equal groups. Then 

we began to represent our 

thinking pictorially. We 

thought about how we could 

be sure that we had found 

all the different possibilities.  

Lastly, we have planned an investigation in Science that we will carry out next week…watch 

this space! 

Well done to Eva who is our Pupil of the Week because she always sets a good example 

about being ready for learning, as well as making excellent contributions in class 

discussions!  

Our blue Achievement certificates go to Harry for brilliant teamwork and Strauss for working 

hard on his phonics! 

Well done Squirrels! #greatlearning! ☺ 

 
The Squirrels Teaching Team  



 

Kestrels Class 
 
Kestrels have had a great week and have managed to finish our 
sheep based on ‘The Good Shepherd’. Here is Ralph’s! 
 
In Geography, the children are creating their own maps showing 
features of our local area using digital mapping technologies.  
 
There have also been many achievement certificates awarded in 
our assembly; Ralph has made some very perceptive observations 
when finding fractions of amounts and Hattie wrote an excellent 
piece in English showing shifts in formality through dialogue. Alice 
has managed to get her 30 Housepoint certificate and Alfie, 
Denholm and Hattie all got their 60!  
 
In our reading certificates, Lilly and Summer has read for 21 days and Maizy has managed 
112 days!  
 
Our Pupil of the Week goes to… …Corey for always trying his hardest in all things! 
 
Last but not least, we have a special Out of School Achievement for Sienna for coming 6th in 
her All-Day horse-riding event, which included dressage, show jumping and cross country. 

 

The Kestrels Teaching Team 

 


