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“Developing the whole child” 
 
Friday 5th March, 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am sure, like me, you have been counting down the days this week until the end of Home Schooling 

and the full re-opening of school.  I cannot wait to have all our children back in school.  Next week, 

our priorities will be well-being and settling back into routines, as well as English and Maths.  There 

will be lots of opportunities for children to socialise with their friends. 

During the lockdown period I have been continuing to work with the Governing Body and the 

Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich Multi-Academy Trust in further developing the staffing 

structure at Hartest, establishing a Head of School who will be able to work alongside me in my 

Executive Headteacher role, but who will be based at Hartest.  The Head of School will be 

responsible for the day-to-day running of Hartest.  I am aware that parents at Hartest and Long 

Melford have found it frustrating that they have not got their headteacher in school each day, 

especially when they have a query or a problem.  From April 12th, when we return from the Easter 

holidays, this will change. 

Head of School 

I am pleased to announce that from April the new Head of School at Hartest will be Mrs Victoria 

Gentry.  Mrs Gentry is currently one of my Assistant Headteachers at Long Melford and we have 

worked together for the last four and a half years.  Mrs Gentry currently teaches Year 3. 

Mrs Gentry has been part of the Multi-Academy Trust’s School 2 School Support Team, a small group 

of six teachers who are able to go into schools across our MAT to support Teaching and Learning.  

She has been working with me and supporting aspects of curriculum development work at Hartest 

since March 2020, so is well-known to the staff. 

Mrs Gentry will be getting to know the children within the school during the next three weeks, 

particularly those in Squirrels where, after Easter, she will be teaching each week on a Thursday and 

Friday. 

 

Mrs Roberts 

Mrs Roberts returned to school just after half term and is looking forward to welcoming all of 

Kestrels back into school next week. 

  



Miss Hannah Rowbotham 

Miss Rowbotham returned this week from her maternity leave.  She has joined Squirrels Class where 

she is supporting learning.  We are glad to see her back in school. 

Mrs Elly Boyd 

Mrs Boyd will not be returning to school when we re-open on Monday due to the need to shield 

during the advanced stages of her pregnancy.  She will be working from home and will be supporting 

planning and assessment from there, but will not be able to be in school. 

Squirrels will be taught by Mrs Cate Coe on Thursday and Friday during the next three weeks.  Mrs 

Coe is very well known to the school and the children. 

After Easter, Squirrels will be taught on Thursdays and Fridays by Mrs Gentry. 

Return to School Monday 8th March 

We sent a letter home with arrangements for the return to school on Monday 8th March, but here 

are some reminders: 

The school buses will be in operation again so please park at the Hartest Institute and walk to school 

from there, keeping the parking bays in front of the school for buses and taxis both morning and 

afternoon. 

On arrival at school in the morning, children are to gather in their class zones on the playground at 

the rear of the school (if they arrive before 8.40am).  Staff will be on duty to supervise so that 

parents do not need to stay.  Exit the grounds via the car park please. 

Adults are to wear a mask while on school grounds. 

School dinners are available- it will be week 2 of the menu. 

Forest School is for Hedgehogs and Kestrels this term, however there is no forest school on Friday 

12th March for the Hedgehogs as our Forest School team will be at a training session. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Diary Dates 

World Book Day – Wednesday 10th March 

World Book Day was Thursday 4th March BUT we are celebrating Work Book Day on Wednesday 10th  

March so that all our children are back and can take part.  Mrs Burford has sent a letter to all parents 

regarding World Book Day activities a few weeks back.   

Can we please remind you that this is NOT a dress-up day, children are to wear school uniform as 

normal, but we look forward to seeing their wooden spoon book character creations.  They are also 

welcome to bring in to school a favourite book to show their class. 

 

Red Nose Day – Friday 19th March 

Children are able to Wear Red to school instead of school uniform.  There is no need for children to 

be covered in red items of clothing, one red item will be fine.  We would ask that children make a 

donation to Comic Relief’s Red Nose Day if they are able to. 

 



Break up for Easter – Friday 26th March 

 

Return to school – Monday 12th April 

 

Bank Holiday Monday – Monday 3rd May 

 

KS2 SATS – Monday 10th to Thursday 13th May 

Year 6 will not have the normal SATS tests this year.  The teachers will continue to undertake teacher 

assessments for each child.  At the end of the school year these will be shared with parents as well 

as with the child’s next school. 

 

Break up for end of term – Thursday 27th May 

 

PD Day – Friday 28th May 

There will be training for the teaching staff so there is no school for children in this day. 

 

Return to school – Monday 7th June 

Normally, during this week, we would undertake the DfE Phonic Checks for our Year 1 children.  Due 

to the pandemic these have been postponed, however we will still undertake phonic checks on all 

our children and will report the results to parents in the Year 1 School Reports. 

 

Transition for the children entering Reception in September 2021 – Tuesday 6th July 

 

Sports/Activity Day – Wednesday 30th June 

Sports/Activity Day will take place.  It may be held one class at a time with parents supporting their 

children. 

It may be that parents do not attend in which case we will record the events and publish them as we 

did at Christmas. 

 

Learning Conferences – week beginning 12th July 

In order to be able to socially distance and to develop the quality of the communication between 

Home and School, we will be opening up our Parent’s Evenings so that they can take place during a 

day and early evening.  They will run from 8.30am to 6.30pm for one day.  This is a format that is 

used in a larger number of schools and has developed Home School communication in the last three 

schools that I have worked in. 

Hartest Learning Conferences were originally planned for just after the February Half Term. 

We decided that if we postpone the Learning Conferences until the week beginning Monday 12th 

July, we will be able to discuss with parents how their children have settled back into school as well 

as how they have progressed during the Summer Term.  You will receive your child’s report the week 

before the Learning Conference and can discuss it with the Class Teacher. 

 

Squirrel Class Learning Conferences – Tuesday 13th July 

Kestrel Class Learning Conferences – Wednesday 14th July 

Hedgehog Class Learning Conferences – Thursday 15th July 

 

We hope that these meetings will take place face-to-face, although they will probably take place 

outside. 

 



Leaver’s Service – Tuesday 20th July 

The Leaver’s Service is planned to take place at All Saints Church.  It will do so, depending upon the 

numbers that can be indoors together in July.  Alternatively, we will hold the Leaver’s Service at 

school on the field. 

 

Family Picnic – Tuesday 20th July 

This has been such a difficult year with everyone being kept apart, that we thought it would be 

lovely to finish with a Family Picnic, although it will probably be socially distanced, on the school 

field.  I am keeping my fingers crossed! 

 

More information will be sent about these dates as they get nearer. 

There are many things that are not in our diary this year.  As the Summer progresses and the 

restrictions reduce, we hope that we will be able to add some more dates into our diaries.  There are 

also some dates that we have yet to be given by other people, for example secondary transition 

dates; again, as soon as we have the information, we will pass it on. 

I look forward to seeing everyone again next week. 

Kind regards 

Amanda Woolmer 


